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THE INDEPENDENT. 


ovrics 24 BEEK MAN-STREET, BETWEEN WILLIAM 
AND NASSAU, 


TERMS—82 per annum to those who order the 
paper sent by mail, and $2 50 to those who receive 
the paper by carrters or post-riders at thvir door 
free of charge. . 

Clergymen who send five names with $10 will be 
entitled to a sixth copy gratis. 

Paymeut in al/ cases will be required in advances. 

QG- AoventisemENTs.—Seventy-five cents for 16 
lines for the first insertion, and fifty cents for each 
subsequent insertion. 

The Boston Orvice of The Independent is at the 
Literary Agency of G. W. Licur, No. 3 Cornhill 
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EDITORIAL ARRANGEMENTS. 


The editors of this journal are Lronarv Bacon, 
Josern P. Tuompson, and R. 8. Srorrs, Jun. 
When Mr. Storrs entered the editorial corps, 
he reserved the right to withdraw from it 
whenever the paper should have become estab- 
lished. Except for the absence of Dr. Bacon, be 
would therefore have done so at the commencement 
of this year. But in of that absence 
he will continue to contribute as heretofore to our 
columns ; being relieved, however, of all Editorial 
supervision and responsibility, except in the case 
of his own articles. These are designated by his 
initial, 8. 

The Assistant Editor is Rev. Josxva Leavitt. 

Rey. Georce B. Cueever, D.D., (C.) and Rev. 
Henry Warp Bexecuer, (*) are enlisted as stated 
contributors to the editorial columns. 
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REVIVALS IN OUR LAND. 


the religious history of our country, remembers 
the remarkable movements of grace which at dif- 
ferent times have agitated it, throughout nearly 
its whole extent. After years of religious apa- 
thy, in which infidelity, and vice, and formalism, 
and all crude delusions flourish, there has come, 
again and again, a baptism from on high. With 
more or less of excitement, of opposition, and of 
fanaticism, mingling, as such counterfeits ever 
will, with the genuine work of God's grace, there 
has been a period of refreshing and growth. 
Painful as the errors and excitements of such 
periods may be, even they are not without their 
results of good. The church gains something 
more of truth amid all such contentions—some- 
thing more of strength, of wisdom, of grace in 
these trials of her steadfastness. And the re- 
sults of mercy and blessing which come from the 
heavenly influences of such occasions, are be- 
yond all acknowledgment. Life from the dead 
to many an immortal nature, honor to the Savior, 
where before His name had been a name of re- 
proach and offense, strength and vitality to many 
a decaying church, accessions of multitudes, who 
came consecrating wealth, energy, talent and 
learning, to the blessed cause of God—these in 
ample measure have been the fruits of such 
scenes. The gospel has been received with a 
new earnestness; and new confidence has been 
felt, through wide portions of the church, in its 
adaptation, and its power, by God’s blessing, to 
subdue the world. 

For some few years past such scenes have 
been less frequent and less extensive. 
our cities and villages have felt any pervading 
influence, such as those which within the memory 


of the great body of Christians among us, have | escape, of courageous endurance or heroic death, 
are devoured by credulous and excitable minds, 


again and again swept over them. Times of re- 
freshing there have indeed been, when the gos- 


division of spoil. 
For the Independent ity may attend our steps, however our influence 
may increase, and our wealth accumulate, and 
daa our territory expand, all is delusive and danger- 
Every one who has marked with any et ous, as long as religious influences of the highest 


ical growth. 


Few of | else Mad been full of serious preparation for the 


we expect from a war in which every moral prin- 
ciple was at the outset, forgotten—not to say 
outraged—a war undertaken from selfish impul- 
ses, and prosecuted in disregard of national mo- 
rality, for the perpetuation and extension of a 
wrong! Must it not be that we should find our 
religious fervor abated—our evangelical efforts 
impeded—the influence of religious ordinances 
impaired, and the smile and blessing of the God 
of peace withheld from us? And so it has been. 
If we have proved victoiious in arms, and God 
has transferred to our keeping another wide por- 
tion of the waste territory of this continent, it is 
from no approval of our action in the means by 
which such an end was accomplished. The 
wretchedness and folly of our neighbors have 
shown them unable to accomplish any good with 
the control of so vast a portion of the earth. 
Though, therefoye, it has been given to us, it has 
been with many a cbastisement of our sin, many 
an admonition to take heed to our ways. Many 
a family mourns this day over the bloody victo- 
ries of those ‘glorious ” campaigns; many an 
eager voyager to those golden sands, has spent 
strength and competence, and life even, in the 


For the Independent. 


CLERGY OF THE OLD COLONY. 


Messrs. Epitors :—I have heretofore given 
some account of the “ Land of the Pilgrims,” the 
old Plymouth Colony, its extent about 1600 
square miles, its sea-coast of 200 miles, its well- 
watered interior, its fisheries (yielding twelve 
millions a year) and its manufacturies and agri- 
culture. I have also referred to its history and 
government, which for fifty years was strictly a 
self-government, separate from any other colony ; 
and also to the Mayflower’s company and their 
immediate successors ; their character and stand- 
ing, as well as that of their clergy; the perfect 
toleration and liberty of conscience which have 
always, from the beginning, been enjoyed here, 
and our entire innocence of the persecutions car- 
ried on in Massachusetts—a colony which came 
in ten years after the Pilgrims, and composed of 
very different materials from those of Plymouth. 
[ have also spoken of our institutions, civil and 
religious, and especially of our two hundred 
churches, gathered from a population of some- 
what less than 200,000, their doctrine and their 





delusive search for wealth; wild) di F 
have alienated the different sections of our cown- 
try from each other; and scenes of violence in 
which blood has been shed and freedom betrayed, 
are enacted at our very doors. Great questions 
of national policy have absorbed the public atten- 
tion ; exciting discussions of Jaws, institutions 
and morals, have occupied our papers and our 
pulpits, and estranged our hearts from the throne 
of grace. The consequence is that we have not 
the spiritual prosperity which we have known at 
other times. With reproofs which show that we 
are not forgotten of our God, we have been par- 
tially left to our own ways; and we have found 
to eur sorrow that religion does not thrive around 
us, nor grace grow in the soul, amid the clamors 
and convulsions which attend the fray, and the 
Whatever of outward prosper- 


kind fail to keep pace with our social and polit- 
We shall only become the more a 
prey to the errors and temptations which beset us. 
Let such a topic impress upon us deeply the 
mischiefs of a state of war, and the wickedness 
and accountability of those who causeless!y 
bring a nation into such a state, or tolerate and 
sanction its continuance. That dread appeal 
must be the last resort-——the very ultimate, and |, 
unavoidable resource—of a nation against the 
gravest and most hopeless wrong, in order to find 
any justification in the sight of God. It is so 
full of injury and suffering, that the authors of 
such a state have a dreadful responsibility for it. 
Thanks to the improved philanthropy of our age, 
and the growing influence of Christianity, the 
world is somewhat more averse to war than it 
was. Men have learned in some degree how 
fatal it is to the thrift and prosperity which na- 
tions so much prize. 

But the moral evils of war, who has learned 
these * Above all its incompatability with the 
religious progress, and even with the religious 
health, of society. This has scarce suggested 
itself yet to the public mind of our nation, and 
yet who can fail to see it? Who that remem- 
bers the eager excitement with which the news oi 
these battles and victories were received, can 
fail to discern the unhappy influences of such 
periods. Think of the startling effect of tidings 


of a great battle, an impendi is a thrilling quietly at home, followeth his study, doth 
tory, visiting ten rane | Soe ° villages, rduty in his own cure, and teacheth his peop 


in The ‘quiet hours of a Saturday evening that 


Sabbath. Think of the absorbing interest with 
which tales of daring adventure. of pursuit and 


and repeated and dwelt upon by ignorance crav- 





pel was preached with unwonted fervor and 
freedom ; and when the hearing ear, and the un- 
derstanding heart, have not been withheld from 
those who listened to its words of warning and 
of mercy. But whatever particular churches, or 
particular places, may have experienced, there 
has been no general and wide effusion of the 
Holy Spirit over the breadth of the land. The 
mass of our churches have not been aroused by 
any evident and peculiar presence of God with 
them, from the condition of apathy to heaven, 
and conformity to the world, into which we are 
ever so ready to sink. The gospel has made 
little advance toward the subjugation of society 
to the reign of its rightful Lord. Our missionary 
efforts—at least those of them which look to 
foreign lands as the theater of their exertions— 
make little visible and marked advance, save by 
their inherent growth under God’s gracious 
blessing. Some of our cherished enterprises of 
reform seem even to retrograde—the Temperance 
reformation, for instance. The church receives 
no accessions of numbers and of influence com- 
mensurate with the rapid growth of our country; 
our missions abroad suffer for want of men and 
means, and can scarce occupy the points which 
the great Head of the Church is continually open- 
ing before them, and our students preparing for 
the sacred office of the ministry are fewer than 
they were. 

These things have been often noticed, and 
many inquiries have been made for the cause of 
them. The movements of divine grace among 
men are not capricious, though they are sove- 
reign; and generally when such mercies are 
withheld, it is on account of some distinct and 
visible cause. Some sin, some unfaithfulness of 
the nation or the church, has grieved away the 
holy Author of our blessings, and deprived us of 
the health and joy which we had derived from 
the light of his countenance. 

Among other causes, one may be mentioned 
which has perhaps scarcely been noticed with 
sufficient distinctness—by many indeed not at 
all in this connection. We refer to the unhappy 
political relations of this people for some years 
past. We have been engaged, and that too with 
astonishing energy and enthusiasm, in a war 
which no man’s conscience justifies, even on the 
low grounds of political necessity and wisdom, to 
which we generally acknowledge and maintain 
some allegiance. We have warred for no great 
personal rights, for no high political principles 
even ;—it was a war arising out of political in- 
trigue, which took advantage of national ani- 
mosity, It was a war for the extension of that 
which ought never to be extended—for the secu- 
rity and perpetuity of a system which ought 
never to be mentioned without grief and shame 
at its very existence—slavery. Now, all wars 
are hostile to the moral interests of the world. 
They not only destroy the accumulations of in- 
dustry—they not only shed the blood and absorb 
the energies of the most vigorous class of society, 
but they obstruct all peaceful reforms—they be- 
get indolence, sensuality, and vice, in all directly 
subject to their influence—they excite and con- 
vulse society—they divert all thought and inte- 


rest of the public mind from the consideration of 


the peaceful and heavenly gospel of the Re- 


deemer. It has always been so. New England’s 
greatest demoralization was about the period of 
the Old French war ; and the era succeeding the 
Revolution was one in which infidelity was 
more general, confident and imposing than at any 
period before or since, in our history. The reli- 
gious characters of Paine, Jefferson, and many 
others, remain, a memorial of the feebleness of 
religious influences, in a community excited, 
harassed, convulsed with a long and embittered 


contest in arms. 


If such is the influence of all wars, what must 


ing some stimulus to break itsstagnation. Think 
how many rush to-such scenes, deluded by the 
glare of military glory ; of which the humble 
soldier gains no share save in the wounds, and 
suffering, and deaths, which accompany it. How 
can the peaceful influences of grace contend in 
the soul with wild impulses like these? How 
is all serious reflection banished, all humble 
anxiety dispelled by such strange and stirring 
appeals to the most excitable of our emotions! 
What can the result be but to turn away the 
thoughts from heaven and God, to stifle any ten- 
der anxiety which may be awakened by a sense 
of sin,—and to confirm the reign of worldliness 
in the heart ¢ 


the benefit of his native country. He differed 
from some men, as the bee differs from the hor- 
net. 
his being a terror to mankind. The objects of and of the age, and their interest in its spread, 
he other are beautiful, and she examines them ; | while at the same time it would promote the rea! 
her workmanship is admirable, her economy a harmony of our relations with other denomina- 
tions, and advance the cause of Christ, which is 
first of all and above all. 
done, I fear, not only that our denominational 
prosperity will be hindered, but that the cause of 
missions will suffer, and the friction of our ma- 
chinery of Benevolence will go on increasing, 
and that there will be ultimately a wide sep- 
aration between Congregationalists East and 
West in views and modes of operation for spread- 
ing the Gospel. 
alienation of ministers and churches from those 
Societies which are now so fondly cherished at 


counted little among those that fly, but the fruit 
of her labor is the chief of sweet things.” 


unjust. 
those who make the most display among the 


lectual honey—do not always bring the most 
thoroughly “ beaten o*] into the sanctuary.” It 
is also true, (but it is presumed as to but few) 
that some speak ex cathedra, as from a castle, 
with too much of a spirit of defiance, and almost 
make good the comparison. And certainly those 
who “ furnish most matter for history ” are those 
who “ circumnavigate,” attend and speak at the 
great meetings, visit other states and countries, 
and write books of travels. 
these books, and can see very good reasons in 
them why the writers should “ furnish matter for 


truly and faithfully to do theirs; keepeth hi 
self within his own station and meddleth no fur- 
ther.” 


able, orthodox and educated ministry. 
doctrine uncorrupt.” 


and their sins, and “ keeping back nothing that 


and the flocks esteem them greatly as good shep- 


| tical order. As a layman, long ac- 
quainted with the clergy of the Congregational 
order of the present generation, I feel that | have 
not done my whole duty, as a correspondent of 
The Independent, without giving some account 
of them. 

As to what constitutes the best Christian min- 
istry, perhaps the religious community differ very 
considerably in their views and opinions ; and as 
to this I beg leave to extract the remarks of 
“Jones of Nayland concerning Bishop Horne.” 
“Tt has been said he was not a person whose 
life has been productive of events considerable 
enough to furnish matter for history. But those 
who judge thus have taken but a superficial 
view of human life, and do not rightly measure 
the importance of the different events which hay - 
pen to different sorts of men. He was n> circum- 


his mind surveyed the intellectual world, and 
brought home many excellent observations for 


The one boasts of his depredations, and of 


lesson of wisdom to the world; she may be ac- 


The comparison is rough, and in some measure 
It is not, however, always true that 


nasses, do always gather the most of this intel- 


I have seen some of 


history” There are distinguished exceptions. 
There are certainly ministers of great and pow- 
erful minds, “who speak well,” whose “work- 
manship is admirable, and the fruit of their labor 
is the chief of sweet things.’ There are also 
those, and they not a few, who “are accounted 
little among those that fly,” from whose labors 
we see the same fruit. Saunderson, in one of 
his sermons, says “a regular minister sitteth 


The gospel ministry in the Old Colony is an 
It is “in 
It is a bold and fearless 
ministry, showing the people their trangressions 


is profitable.” It is a searching and a warning 
ministry, pointing to the stronghold to which we 
may flee and be safe. It isa pastoral ministry. 
The pastors faithfully “feed the flocks over 
which the Holy Ghost has made them overseers,” 


No church con- 
without a pastor 
and in doctrine. 
be found in our 


herds “ for their work’s sake.” 
tinues for any length of time 
laboring with them in word 
The Pilgrim spirit is yet to 
churches, and does not fail to conduct their 
atlairs “with decency and in order,” which is 
their strength and their beauty. The support of 
the ministry is voluntary, and the members are 





And what wonder is it, if, amid such agitations, 
the spirit of humble prayer should be repressed, 
the Holy Spirit grieved and offended, the church 
become insensible to her great duty and interest, 
and share the excitements which surround her ? 
What wonder, if from such an hour the progress 
of piety among the mass of irreligious men, 
should be slower and more faltering, and should 
find unwonted obstacles in its way ? 

And yet this is one of the feeblest illustrations 
of this tendency of war. It comes, subdued by 
distance to a moderate and softened tone. What 
if our territory were invaded, our cities stormed, 
sacked, burned # our plains deluged with the 
blood of armies, and trenched for the graves of 
the slain? our brothers, fathers, friends, homes, 
at the mercy of enemies—the sport of calamities 
like these? How would religion thrive then? 
How would the wild enthusiasm of victory or 
death drive away every thought of the calm and 
hallowed doctrines of the cross, from the inflamed 
soul that burned for triumph and vengeance. 
And yet good men can sometimes talk of war 
as probable, withoui a shudder, can even contem- 
plate revolution, and civil war, the direst of all, 
with a sort of complacency! They would promote 
reform by means of it; or at least would not re- 
buke the suggestion of bloodshed and violence 
when proposed as the means of desirable reforms. 
Alas! blood thus shed has little efficacy for any 
such end. If sometimes justifiable, because un- 
avoidable, it is oftener fruitless of good, and only 
adds another link to the chains it was intended 
to throw off. Let us trust in mightier and more 
holy influences ; in prayer, and faith, codperating 
with love and instruction, and all peaceful and 
energetic action. Let us never be betrayed into 
any sanction of agencies so full of suffering, so 
doubtful in their issue, so fruitful of crime, so 
pernicious to all that is elevated, and holy, and 
spiritual in the hearts of men, and in the bosom 
of society. 
And while we recount these lessons for the fu- 
ture, let us not forget the temptations of the past, 
nor be regardless of their melancholy effects upon 
the life of religion within us, and around us. 
Let us humble ourselves in that deep and effec- 
tual repentance, which, while it learns to dread 
and to shun occasions of future sin, mourns over 
the injuries already done. Let us feel how sor- 
rowful a thing it is for those to walk in darkness 
who have known such heavenly light—for those 
to live afar from God who have known what it 
is to walk with him in a communion so close and 
blessed, as to make the world around sensible of 
his glorious presence. Let us never be content 


heal and bless the land. 





in a condition which conscience continually re- 
proves as groveling and sinful, nor suffer our- 
selves to think-that there can be safety in a cold 
and sensual frame of mind. Let us draw near 
God, seeking to renew all our interest in his 
cause, see to it that his work of grace still ad- 
vances in us, and with new earnestness of sup- 
plication seek new manifestations of his grace to 


“cheerful givers.” Our pastors are home men— 
they do not “fly about, but content themselves 
within their circle.” If they sometimes go far 
from home, it is by the choice of their people 
that “ their souls may be in health and prosper,” 
and in the hope that they will return laden with 
goodness, and refreshed for renewed pastoral 
effort. 
But few of our pastors are called from their 
posts to labor in other fields. The Pilgrim spirit 
relucts to comply with such foreign calls. It 
doubts the story of ‘greater usefulness.” It 
feels that their fraternal and filial ties ought not 
to be sundered but for irresistible reasons amount- 
ing to moral necessity. Three or four such 
cases have occurred and been much regretted, 
avd we are en the watch against their repetition. 
The curious may inquire whether we have a 
learned ministry. I have said we have an edu- 
cated ministry. Ten years’ study is necessary to 
prepare for the ministry in the Old Colony ; and 
it requires diligence in study, as well as fervency 
of spirit, to sustain the ministerial standing here. 
But “human learning?” I know of none who 
are preparing to be theological professors. We 
have furnished three or four doctors of divinity, 
and as many members of Congress, but I know 
not that either of these honors raised the good 
report of those who received them. We have, 
however, some ‘real scholars, pastors who can 
read and speak Hebrew and German with their 
families, and all of them are versed in the colle- 
giate classics. “Oh! who are these? Let us 
have them for professors.” No: they cannot be 
taken from the sacred desk. ‘“ Does the Pilgrim 
soil yield sufficient food for the pastors?” If it 
loes not they are very self-denying, for there is 
little or no complaint among them, and it is cer- 
tain that their flocks do not intend they shall 
suffer. 
Some great men, some great ministers and 
some small ones sometimes think too much of “fat 
salaries,” and some may think the $400,000 of 
the Bishop of Durham not too much. But this is 
a great mistake. Great salaries breed pride and 
ambition, and do not promote pastoral labor, 
nor add to the comforts of the good pastor. Con- 
gregationalists here practice with the primitive 
church. Tertullian says, Nemo compelitur, sed 
sponte confert."* Our pastors receive a compe- 
tence, with which they are content ; and though 
they lay not up much for their children, they 
prepare them well to lay up for themselves. 
“We hear not much of the pastors of the Old 
Colony.” No, the good pastor’s fame does not 
spread wide. This is not the place for ambitious 
young men to settle. We have such, and we 
have sent such to “India beyond the Ganges,” 
and beyond the Chippeway mountains, and one 
or two such have recently been called away to 
populous cities. We have not a pastor who 
makes a flourish at the mass meetings; but we 
have multitudes who speak in the “still small 
voice ” to the consciences of sinners. We have 
ten thousand communicants in our churches, the 








We shall return to this subject again. 
Cuurcu. 





* ._No one is compelled, but speaks spontaneously in 


cold water to a thirsty soul. 





fruits of the gospel ministry here, and with Pau) 
our pastors may well say, “Ye are our epistlé 
written on our hearts, known and réad of 
men.” A Descenpant oF THE PiLGRIMs. 


FROM OUR 1OWA CORRESPONDENT, 


Dusvaue, Iowa, Sept. 24, 1851. 
To the Editors of the Independent :— 

GenTtLeMEN :—I have read with deep interest 
the proceedings of the General Association of 
New York which recently met at Brooklyn, in 
reference to a Congregational Convention, and I 
rejoice at the conclusion arrived at, viz: that w 
do not need a permanent body of the kind, but 
that such a gathering now for consultation is 
visable. I trust the committee of coi 
ence will take the matter up in earnest, and tha 
the suggestion of such a meeting will be faygre- 
bly responded to throughout the co 7 
General Convention could not fail to It be: 
eficially to our denominational interests, as, weli 
as to those of Christ's cause in general in 
land. There are several topies that need dis 
sion just now, and on which itis: exceed 
desirable that the East lest | 
pare notes and aeons mi 
ters and churches are widely separated, our mis- 
sionary operations are extended, and our relations 
to other ecclesiastical bodies are somewhat com- 
plicated. There are several points in regard to 
which the West needs the counsel of the East, 
and some in reference to which the East needs 
information from the West in regard to the prac- 
tical workings of missionary operations, and the 
tendencies of things in this section of our coun- 
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try. Let the gathering be large and general, 
embracing the ablest and most judicious men 


from all parts of the land where Congregational- 


ism is known, and let there be a free and frater- 


nal interchange of views, and a presentation of 
facts important to be known, but which are not 


navigator—did not sail with Drake or Cook ; but | known at the East, and the influence must be sal- 


utary. I believe such a meeting would tend to 
unite more firmly the friends of Congregational- 


ism and to increase their confidence in the adap- 


tation of the system to the wants of the country 


Unless something is 


There is great danger of the 


the East and by many at the West. This may 
be guarded against, and if there are dangerous 


and erroneous tendencies at the West they may 
be checked, and if there is indifference in regard 
to some questions of vital importance at the 
East it may be removed, by a full and free con- 
sultation and discussion, and the extreme right 
and Jeft may be brought together. 


If the plan is 
carried out for such a Convention under the 


right auspices, I shall be greatly mistaken and 


sadly disappointed if the gathering be not one of 


the largest and most respectable ever witnessed 
in the land. 


By a letter just received from a ministerial 


friend, | am vejoiced to learn that amid the gen- 


niger! apathy that appears to prevail in the 
urches, there is one pe Wi aE 9 
cial religious interest, and where the:Lor 1 


viving his work. 
much sickness the present season, and there haye 


In Quincy, Ill. there has 


been many deaths, and though business interests 


are uppermost in many minds, and multitudes 
seem determined to make up lost time in atten- 
tion to it, yet there are decided evidences there 
that God’s Spirit is at work among the people. 
There have been several conversions in the First 
Congregational Church, and others are serious. 


At Newtown, a little village fourteen miles dis- 
tant, there is quite an encouraging work of grace 


going on. Some dozen or more conversions have 


taken place and many are anxious. At Round 
Prairie a still more powerful work is said to be 
going on. This news, at this moment, is like 
How weak is our 
faith as to God’s willingness and power to bless 
his word at any season, and how often do we 
limit the Holy One of Israel as to his work! 
How few there are at this season to “ stir them- 
selves up to take hold on God.” 

Our County Bible Society has just held an in- 
teresting anniversary meeting at which the Exec- 
utive Committee reported that the county had 
been recently thoroughly canvassed to ascertain 
and supply the families that were destitute of 
the Scriptures. The whole number visited was 
1737, of which 615 were Roman Catholics, and 
515 were totally destitute of a Bible or Testa- 
ment, and many refused to receive one. This 
work of Bible distribution is of immense impor- 
tance in the West, and in no part of it is there 
more interest and efficient action than in this 
State. The agent of the American Bible Society 
is indefatigable in his labors. There are now 
thirty-one auxiliary societies in this State, and 
in eighteen counties, comprising almost all the 
thickly settled portions, there has been a syste- 
matic exploration and supply of the destitute. 
Ten thousand families have been visited and 
1686 destitute ones have been supplied with the 
Word of Life, and $1,704.54 have been contrib- 
uted for the cause. It is pleasing to be able to 
record the zeal manifested here to keep pace in 
moral efforts with the spread of population and 
with the enterprise manifested in secular affairs. 
The State is alive to the importance of Internal 
Improvements, and Christians seem to be deter- 
mined not to be behindhand in measures of moral 
improvement. 

We are to be favored next month with quite 4 
concentration of ecclesiastical meetings in this 
immediate vicinity. The General Convention of 
Wisconsin, at Platteville, Wis., on the first week 
in October; the Presbytery of Galena, and the 
Synod of Peoria (N.S.) at Galena, Ill. on the 
second week ; and the Dubuque Congregational 
Association at Cottonville on the third week, all 
within a distance in different directions of twenty 


ralinterest. Respectfully yours, J.C. H. 


For the Independent 


THE SYMPATHY OF CHRIST. 





and with us! 



























- And he took with him Peter and the two sons of 


“| exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye 







miles. I hope to be able to attend all these meet- 
ings and to report to you all that occurs of gene- 


There is perhaps no one thing more difficult of 
appreciation to the human mind than that Christ 
in his divinity and his glory should feel for us 
Even though he has told us in a 
thousand ways, and in the tenderest language, 
though he wept with Martha arfd with Mary, 
and at the tomb of Lazarus groaned in spirit for 
the human sorrow that breathed around him— 
though he had compassion upon the poor blind 
beggar, and was ever instant with mercy, wher- 
ever the heavy burthen could be lifted, or the 
weary needed rest, yet oftentimes this seems afar 
off—it seems the majesty of the Godhead dispens- 
ing mercy—the divine benevolence! and we 
think, or feel as if we thought, that this was not 
for us; that though God did dwell for a time up- 
on earth, yet these vouchsafings of mercy and 
kindness were gifts having only a oneness and 
individuality in their bestowment ; but when the 
Redeemer is at Gethsemane, when he has bent 

















that Christ can sympathize with us, and we 
it. “Then cometh Jesus with them to a 
}¢alled Gethsemane, and saith unto the dis- 

sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder. 


» and began to be sorrowful and very 
heavy. Then saith he unto them, my soul is 


: and watch with me.” He needed their sym- 
pathy, he asked for it; he did not wish any of 
them to be far off, and the three he wished where 
“could lean upon them; “tarry ye here and 
Watch with me !"—the bright-winged angels were 
r at his bidding, but he called them not;—it 
was human sympathy he craved at that hour, 
and oh, how touching the sorrowful exclamation, 
Men he awakened Peter, “ What! could ye not 
with mie one hour?’ and even then, lest 
he should wound them, although he had come 
back: to them ‘as a weary suflerer turns to his 
rides, but found them sleeping—even then, 
}* camet eee an ineffable tenderness, 
‘  ,3@ Spirit . leeds: willing, but the flesh is 
) op ko 4 cher tpon the plains of 
y hat d ist whether Jesus waits 
read it deeply, bend 
it Gethsemane, and in every hour of 
trial he will bend with thee in prayer. “ Watch 
and pray !” 








Foreign Correspondence. 


FROM OUR PEDESTRIAN CORRESPONDENT, 
IN HUNGARY, 


Messrs. Eprrors :—It was in the beginning 
of May that I reached a village in the central 
part of Hungary, lying in the great plain which 
stretches from the Theiss to the foot of the Car- 
pathians, on the eastern borders. It will be 
unadvisable, for obvious reasons, for me to give 
the name of the village more particularly. 
Suffice it to say it was a town in the very center 
of the Jand, entirely inhabited by the Bauer, and 
with no nobleman owning a foot of ground in 
the limits. It was quite probable I was one of 
the first travelers—certainly the first American— 
who had ever entered it. Jt was so far removed 
from the great routes, that only two or three in 
the whole population could be found who even 
spoke German. A better example of a simple 
Hungarian wdlage could not probably be met 
with in the land. I had reached there, as I trav- 
eled everywhere in the interior of Hungary, in s 
private carriage from the last gentleman whom | 
was Visiling. This is the universal custom in 
the country, and is a part of that generous hospi- 
tality which comes so strikingly before the stran- 
ger, every where in Hungary. It is almost a 
necessary politeness, as the public conveyances 
are few, and it is not easy for a stranger to hire 
others. 
I was furnished with a letter to the clergyman, 
and though his German was somewhat limited, he 
received me with the heartiest welcome, and by 
the aid of mingled Latin, Hungarian, and ges- 
tures, we managed to understand each other mod- 
erately well. He entered at once heartily into 
my design of seeing Hungary—even the coun- 
try-life—and in the afternoon took me on a long 
walk through the village. 
It appears the Bauer here had never been, at 
least for many hundred years, under feudal 
exactions. Though they were not allowed till 
1848 to vote for members of the National Parlia- 
ment, they had the right to elect their own town- 
officers, and the only burdens upon them were the 
Ol wijaty service to the State, aud certayt 
‘Under such a system, with their own 
their own aldermen, and managing inde- 
pendently the affairs of their township, there had 
grown up a very sturdy, free population in the 
village. There were no nobies there—no rich 
landholders, but there was no poverty and no 
slavishness, As I walked around among them, 
they seemed to me like men—free, independent 
men—more than any population almost I had 
ever met. 
As I learned afterwards, there are large dis- 
tricts in various parts of Hungary, where the 
Bauer have enjoyed such free institutions. | 
had heard that this village was famous for its 
handsome men, and I found it did not at all belie 
its reputation. In every part, in our walk, we 
met tall, vigorous, well-formed men, whom in any 
other land one would stop to gaze at, though here 
they are scarcely remarkable. The more I saw 
of this people here, and also in other parts of 
Inner Hungary, the more I was struck with the 
advantages to a nation of a free agricultural life. 
There was acertain richness and heartiness of 
feeling, a certain manliness in them, such as one 
would seldom see in a manufacturing class. 
They came before me like the early patriarchs— 
simple, dignified men, with a courteous hospital- 
ity and a poetry too, which we must believe 
marked those fathers of our race. It was very 
striking here, in this village, to see middle-aged 
men, with their flowing beards, meeting one 
another with a kiss. Then the Bauer, wherever 
we visited, met us with such real courtesy— 
poured out their best before us, and always 
insisted on going out even to the last gate, to 
accompany us. It seems, too, as if their life, on 
these vast plains, with their herds, so solitary, 
in the starry nights, and amid such grand scenery 
—and their pursuits, so often in the free air, had 
given them a wild, poetic turn, which history 
shows us to have belonged to the early shepherds 
and farmers on the Chaldee plains. 
No where did Kossuth’s poetic eloquence find 
such a passionate response as among these farm- 
ing-peasants of the Hungarian plain. His ap- 
peals to the great Being who watches over the 
rights of his creatures, and whom he called the 
Gop or Huneary, seemed to them to come from 
some one almost superhuman. As he spoke of 
freedom, of brotherhood, of the wrongs of their 
famerfand, and the disgrace of slavery, they 
answered with tears and with shouts of enthusi- 
asm. Through the villages of Central Hungary 
there was scarcely a peasant who could grasp 
scythe or whip, who did not march out at his 
call to join the Hungarian army. 

An agricultural population usually strikes one as 
inferior to a manufacturing in activity of thought ; 
but this fault does not appear among these 
farmers of the Hungarian plain. The incessant 
political life and movement, through their whole 
history, in Hungary, have, beyond anything, ed- 
ucated the people. And one could see that these 
men had not grown dull or inactive at all in their 
secluded life. 

But “especially could you observe the advan- 
tage of their pursuits in their full, vigorous, man- 
ly forms. It was a pleasure to look at men s0 
healthy, and enjoying such a fullness of life, 
without too the usual sensuality which accompa- 
nies great strength and overflowing health. 

Now that I am speaking of this, I would say 
that I took considerable pains in Hungary to 
notice the diet and habits of eating of the people, 
as connected with this remarkable vigor of the 
race, hoping some useful hints might be derived 
for America on the subject. This seemed more 
desirable, as there is no country of Europe so 
resembling our own, or at least the Middle States 
of our own, in climate. The same extremes of 
heat and cold; the same sudden, violent changes 
of temperature ; the same clear, stimulating at- 
mosphere, which mark the American climate, 
and distinguish it from the usual European. 
There are districts in Hungary which produce 
the most delicious grapes and melons and peach- 
es in summer, which are buried in snow in win- 
ter, like the inland counties some years 


morning till night. 


part of the land, I might have thought, as far as 
productions were concerned, I was journeying 
through the plains of inner New York or Penn- 
sylvania ; the only exception being the vine, for 
the want of which in America I am disposed to 
think the cause is not to be sought in the climate. 
In respect to the habits of the people, the great 
peculiarity seemed to be their temperance in eat- 
ing and drinking, and at the same time their mak- 
ing of the meals a pleasant social occasion, and 
not merely a means of filling up the stomachs. 
When I say they are “temperate,” I mean they 
indulge in no excess; as, in respect to wine- 
drinking, there is scarcely a man in the land who 
does not drink the light wine at his dinner and 
supper. But with the Hungarian the meal-time 
is a time for social intercourse, when friends 
meet ; or when the children and relatives all gath- 
er with the parents, and have almost their only 
merry, familiar conversation, during the day. 
They sit a great while at table, and taste of a 
great variety of dishes, at least among the better 
classes. Still they are not by any means as 
heatty“éaters as the Americans or English. In- 
deed, to a traveler with a keen appetite, or to one 
p> the vigorous exploits of the 

glish at the table, the Hungarians seem really ab- 
stemious. They make much more use of fruits, 
and salads, and curious puddings, and the light 
pure wines, than we of the Anglo Saxon race. 
Indeed a Hungarian would consider himself in 
danger of becoming a sot, if he should drink eve- 
ry day the strong brandied wines which every 
Englishman has on his table. The English in 
Hungary too say it is impossible in that clear, 
oxygenated climate, to keep up their habits of 
beef-eating and drinking. 

The first meal among the Hungarians is taken 
at seven or eight in the morning, and consists 
only of a glass of coffee with rich milk and some 
meager cuttings of cold toast broken up and 
eaten in the coffee. 

This is the universal breakfast for all classes 
except the poorest Bauer. Between this and the 
dinner at one or two nothing is usually eaten or 
drank. The dinner, as I have said, is long, with 
a great variety of dishes, not essentially differing 
from our own except that it is lighter, and a 
greater use is made of light wines. This meal 
is always followed by a cup of coffee. The only 
other meal is the supper at eight o'clock in the 
evening—-a long meal again, with soup, fish, 
pudding and wine. ‘Tea is very little drank in 
the land: sugar and sweetened articles, too, are 
seldom used. 

What especial theory of diet, to draw from all 
this, 1am ata loss to determine. Still the facts 
may be useful to some who are investigating the 
matter. The principal things, worthy of imita- 
tion, seem to be the moderation and sociability 
of the meals, and the distance of time at which 
they are separated—the last being, no doubt, 
very conducive to health. The principal cause 
of their vigorous health and well formed bodies 
must be found, without doubt, in their open-air 
pursuits and manly exercises, to which they are 
all ardently attached. They are a nation of 
herdsmen and farmers, and are enjoying the be- 
nefits of their pursuits, 

No account of their habits would be complete 
without stating that the whole popalation, from 
the nobleman and clergyman down to the lowest 
Bauer on the Puszta, smoke incessantly from 


However, to return to our walk through the 
village. It was soon noised abroad that an 
American was in the village, and we found 
everywhere groups of curious gazers at the first 
man they had seen from the Western World, 
We called upon the judges of the village,—digni- 
fied, gray headed old peasants—and everywhere 
| heard allusions of thankfulness to the kindness 
of the Americans to the exiles. One man hada 
picture and a long account in Hungarian of the 
reception of the first Hungarians in New York. 
At last, in our rambles, we were overtaken by a 
large two-seated wicker wagon, with four horses 
sent out by the village authorities to conduct us 
around—in the town. Accordingly up we mount. 
ed, with a “crack” Hungarian driver, in short 
embroidered jacket, and boots and spurs, on the 
box, and made the circuit of the town and neigh- 
borhood. 

Everywhere that we visited, whether at his 
Majesty’s officers’, or in the houses of the com- 
mon people, we heard the same account of bur- 
densome taxation, of stupid legislation by the 
Government. Not a man—even of those who 
received the Emperor's pay—seemed contented. 
They declared that the object of the ministry was 
to completely blot out the last traces of the old 
independence of Hungary. ll their internal 
municipal constitution, so cheap, so efficient, 
which they had enjoyed for more than five hun- 
dred years, was utterly destroyed. They said 
the pettiest town officer was appointed by the 
Government —and all the higher officers were 
either foreigners or such Hungarians as no one 
had ever respected. Then every possible means 
was used to squeeze money from them by taxa- 
tion. They were taxed personally; taxed for 
their garden; taxed for their house; for their 
wine ; for their tobacco. Every deed drawn up 
must be on taxed (stamped) paper. Their pass- 
ports were taxed; their very permits to raise 
taxed tobacco, which they themselves are not 
allowed to use, must pay a duty. Then, said 
they, this all comes at the worst of times, when 
we are stripped of our property by the war, and 
when the peasanis, especially, have lost millions 
by the Kossuth notes, which the Government, 
despite its promise, has never yet redeemed, at 
even a part of their value. 

The result of it was, in this village, they all 
told me, that every man was limiting his liabili- 
ties in every possible way to being taxed. The 
amount of wine made there the next year, would 
be the least possible which they would want for 
themselves. In tobacco, from which the Govern- 
ment had expected the greatest revenue, knowing 
the universal habit of the people, the yield will 
be the smallest ever known. The law, in regard 
to the tobacco, is so exacting and the duty so 
heavy that it will scarcely repay any farmer to 
sow the seed. In one district around that village 
they said, where formerly were five hundred to- 
bacco plantations, there are not now five! They 
have made too a patriotic matter of it, as we did 
of our tea-taz, and the Government will probably 
gain very little revenue from that duty. In the 
course of our ride a man joined us, who was a 
farmer on the outskirts of the town. He spoke 
German, and I had a long conversation with him. 
Though a middle-aged man with a family, in 
merely comfortable circumstances, his great de- 
sire was, he told me privately, to get over to 
America, and he questioned me a great deal about 
the expenses, and the best situation for an emi- 
grant, &c., &c. Inthe course of the conversa- 
tion I had the curiosity to ask him why he had 
this plan? He was living comfortably here, and 
the taxes, though they were burdensome, would 
not ruin him. It would be a hard thing for him 
to begin life over again in a new land. 

* Yes,” he said, “I know it well—and it is like 
cutting the heart-strings, to break away from the 
old place here, and from Hungary. But I can- 
not live here a slave. It is not Hungary to me 
if it is not free. As for the taxes, I could bear 
them though they are heavy. But I can’t see 
why I, if I am steady and industrious, should pay 
the debts of my neighbor when he is a spend- 
thrift. Of course I know that every state must 
lay taxes to support itself, but why Hungary 
should pay Austria’s six hundred million of debt, 


change comes here, and then, if nothing occurs, 








in New York. And in traveling over the best 
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I don’t see! I shall wait awhile to see if no’ 


_ We rode about to the farms of a great many 
different persons, and everywhere at once, ac- 
cording to the Hungarian usage, the white and 
red wines were brought forth, with a flask of 
mineral water, which they all seem to drink with 
wine—a water with a strong smack of sulphur 
and iron. They appeared to consider it such a 
violation of hospitality if one did not drink that 
at first, I sipped a little at every house, but final- 
ly declined altogether, especially 
that Americans did not drink wi 
house, too, as we went away the 
hand, and wished, almost solemn 
rian blessing, “ Isten aldjon m 
bless you !) 

At length, in the evening 
urgent invitation of a Bauer, house 
to take supper. I was informed that there were 
three other places where we were engaged to 
take supper beside, and that I might as well give 
myself up, and accordingly wit sense of resig- 
nation I followed the others ins The table was 
soon loaded, and though people were continually 
coming in and eating and going out, it seemed to 
make no difference-—and dish after dish of good 
things were set out before us, First came a 
huge tureepr of soup, with littlé balla floating ‘in 
it of doagh stuffed with hashed liver. Then a 
preparation of very diminutive chickens, stewed 
in red pepper. Then one of the genuine Hun- 
garian puddings, of small bits of batter, worked 
and cut till they look like fragments of leather— 
all soaked in fat. After this, chickens boiled 
with rice, and following it a formidable looking 
pyramid of cakes, such asin Yankee land we 
call “ fritters,” except that they were cut into 
singular shapes, and piled up in a towering mass 
on the platter. Besides, there figured roast mut- 
ton and salad, and veal cutlets, and divers othe 
dishes—some, dishes unmentionable in English, 
and others with names which I have forgot- 
ten. Flasks of white and red wine were brought 
in every few minutes, and bottles of sulphur- 
water and iron-water, which the guests seemed 
to drink, even more than the wine. 

At the end, the Bauer and his wife handed 
every person a little tumbler with coffee. The 
talking was very animated at table, and mostly 
of America, and the chances for the Hungarians, 
if they should go there. 

Several of the company were Government offi- 
cers, but the same expressions were used there, 
which one hears every where—of the stupidity and 
oppression of the Government, and that the only 
hope for them was to emigrate to “the free 
land.” At length one of the principal men rose 
for a toast. He spoke in Hungarian, with a rich 
eloquent tone, and they all listened in the deep- 
est silence. I only understood it in part, but as 
they translated it, it was, that my arrival in the 
unhappy land seemed ominous of good; that | 
was one from the nation who had welcomed the 
Hungarian exiles in their suffering, and had given 
sympathy to their poor country, and that he 
would propose the health of two of the states- 
men of my country, whom every Hungarian 
knew, Weaster (or Vebster as they call him), 
and Fitimore !” 

I was surprised enough at hearing such a toast 
in a little Hungarian village, though I found 
afterwards that very much was known indeed, 
there, of our country. 

Towards the end of the supper, in a pause of 
the conversation, the wife of our host, a pretty 
looking, nut-brown peasant woman, came up to 
me, and kissing my hand, witha Jook that almost 
tempted me to kiss her, said some very 
sweetly in Hungarian. | all laughed, and 
translated ior mer-ft-was> “When you go 
back to your country over the waters, tell Kos- 
sUTH that none of us will ever forget him—and 
say that the Hungarian peasant women sent him 
a God’s blessing, and bade him come back soon, 
and save his dear Hungarian Fatherland !” 

It appears she believed Kossuth was in Ameri- 
ca, and it shows one instance of what I every- 
where noticed, the intense love of the peasantry 
for him, their benefactor and orator. After much 
lively conversation, we broke up, too late, greatly 
to my relief, for the three other hospitable tables 
which were awaiting us—and I went to my 
friend’s for the night, not a little interested in 
these, my first experiences of Hungarian country 
ife. C. i. 
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LETTER FROM DR. BRADLEY, OF SIAM. 


Banoxox, March 26, 1851. 
To the Editors of The Independent. 
Dear Breturen :—I am thinking that it may 


numerous readers to read still more of the events 


a great and salutary crisis is soon to take place 
his life in a little time. 


visit him, nor indeed his own family physician. 
Female attendants come out of his room and re- 
formation. On the 15th it was generally though 
survive the night. 
tation that he will live many days. 

has been a continually increasing commotion in 
his 


shall b The king has not 





that there is a very strong political party opposed 
to his placing any one of his twelve adult sons on 


vor of any person out of his family. It is his 


southern and south-eastern India. 


king’s palace’a meeting 
er on the all 








old as I am, I will leave the country. 
try must be where freedom is.” 


RE ET tag le SREP LTIH. Ds 


Be ee 


ee 


My coun-| 


be interesting and profitable to some of your 


that are being developed in the capital of Siam, 
inasmuch as we have arrived at a time in the 
history of this kingdom when it would seem that 


His majesty, the King of Siam, is suffering a se- 
vere illness, which it is thought will terminate 
What that disease is | 
have not been able to learn, as he does not allow 
any doctor with a face like an English man to 


port his symptoms to his chief physician, who 
then prescribes as well as he can from such in- 


by those capable of judging that he would not 
But he did so, and has since 
rallied a little; but there is scarcely any expec- 


From the commencement of his sickness there 
the public mind in relation to the question who 


full ability to appoint his successor, from the fact 


the throne, and he has little heart to decide in fa- 


desire, and a small party with him, to give the 
government to two of his sons, to reign conjoint- 
ly, the one being king, the other vice-king. 
Another small party desire to place on the throne 
one of the king’s brothers, a prince who has long 
been u chief judge in the land. A third party, 
and by far the most powerful, will have His 
Royal Highness T. Y. Choufah Mongkut reign 
conjointly with his younger brother Choufah 
Krommakhun Itsaret. With these two princes 
some of your readers will fee] somewhat acquaint- 
ed from having heard me speak much of them 
when I was last in the states, when I expressed 
lively hopes that God would make of them great 
reformers in their country. The elder has 
many correspondents in America, England, and 


For many weeks before the 15th inst. the pub- 
lic mind was in a panic from fear of a civil war, 
of which there were many fearful tokens. All 
the parties concerned in the question of the suc- 
cession were preparing themselves with arms and 
troops for self-defense and resistance ; and had it 
been determined that the king’s sons should have 
the throne, there would have been a fearfal civil 
war among us before now. It now appears that 
on the night of the 15th inst., eet the king ge 
very low, when affairs were on the very verge 0 oo 
a terrible outbreak, there was convened at the 
of all the princes, no- 

Jers of the land to confer togeth- 
bles, and chief ru qesitien Ae 
sion. Up to that time no one of the three parties 
had ventured to take any positive steps; each 
maintained great reserve toward the others, and 
suspicious of each 


His Excellency the Phraklang, the prime 
 naioe r of the foreign department wee the most 





powerful ruler in the kingdom, he was vehement. 
ly pressed to declare his purposes touching the 
question before them. He had borne a conspic- 
uous part in placing the present king on the 
throne, and he had ever been a favorite under 
him. This minister had the boldness to declare 
firmly that he saw no man in the kingdom who 
had equal claims with His Royal Highness, T 

Y. Choufah Mongkut, with his younger brother, 
Choufah Krommakhun Itsaret, as his colleague, 
to become the successor to the throne; and that 
he had made up his mind to use what influence 
and power he had to favor the claims of those 
princes, because he regarded them as being the 
rightful heirs of the throne, since they were the 
sons of the highest possible birth of the previous 
king, and the present king has no sons by a reg- 
ularly constituted queen, and since the throne 
was, as it were, borrowed by the present king 
from those two princes, whose right to it had 
never been yielded up to him as the permanent 
possession of his family. His Excellency entreat- 
ed all in council to be quiet while the present 
incumbent should live, saying that if upon his 
decease there must be fighting to settle the ques- 
tion-of the succession, he would pequest thet 
fight with himself, and not with te princes Whoae 
cause he had espoused. This decided and firm 
bearing was overwhelming, and awed all parties 
into submission ; and from that night matiers 
have been very quiet. Nevertheless His Excel- 
lency has thrown around the two princes a pow- 
erful guard, and called from the country thor 

sands of soldiers to be in readiness in case ot 


necessity. 

I learn from the most reliable quarter that ear 
ly in His Majesty’s sickness a proposition was 
submitted to the high council of the nation by 


Chou-phaya-Phraklang, supported by his brother 
Phaya-Si-phiphat, and Phaya-Si-Suriwong, 
of the Phraklang, to appoint H_R.H. T. Y. Chou- 
fah Mongkut his successor, and His Majesty did 
not deny that this prince would be more legally 
his successor than either of his ownsons, and more 
fitted to promote peace and harmony, anid secure 
the allegiance of tributary provinces. My inform 
ant also assures me that terrible civil war had 
inevitably succeeded a determination on the part 
of the king or others to place his sons on the 
throne; and that in all probability many king 
doms tributary to Siam, as Laos, Cambodia, Xc., 
would have rebelled, not being willing to be sut 
ject any longer to a usurper. Hence His Majes 
ty, seeing the dilemma, made up his mind on the 
10th day of February to commit the question 
entirely to the chief rulers, with all the chiet 
princes and nobles of the kingdom in council 
requesting only that one fourth of the funds in 
the public treasury might be allowed him for the 
support of his family and for works of merit,’ 
and another portion to complete some Boodhist 
temples which he had begun. These requesis 
were granted. Out of the sums granted him he 
made a donation of twenty ticuls ($12), to every 
Boodhist priest connected with the royal temples 
within the city of Bangkok and its suburbs; that 
donation amounted to more than $93,000. 
On the 9th inst. His Majesty summoned His 
Royal Highness to his bed-side, when they had 
an affecting interview. The king requested him 
to grant pardon to all the Boodhist priesthood 
throtghout his dominions,—and frankly told H 
R.H. that he would be glad to have ithe High Coun- 
cil elect him for his successor. 
Fearing that false reports touching these mat 
ters will go abroad prejudicing the English aud 
American public against this Government, 1 have 
been requested to write this letter, and to state 
moreover the following particulars relating’ to 
the history and royal customs of this kingdom 
ist. Bangkok (the city proper within the walls) 
was built by the grandfather of Prince T. \ 
Choufah Mongkut, A.D. 1782, who was greatly 
beloved by his people, and is to this day held in 
great veneration by all classes. He reigned 
twenty-seven years, which brought the history of 
Siam down to the year 1809 ; and then his eldest 
son by a regularly constituted Queen, became his 
successor, who reigned fifteen years to 1824. It 
ever has been the custom of the kings of Siam 
to have their eldest son by a regular Queen be 
come the successor of the father in the govern 
ment; but the present king, being at the time of 
the death of T. Y. Choufah Mongkut’s father, the 
eldest son in the Royal family (he having been 
born in the year 1788 and being then consequent 
ly thirty-six years of age) though not a son of the 
Queen, usurped the throne when T, Y. Choufah 
Mongkut was only twenty years old. The 
mother of the present king was not a daughter 
of a prince of the highest rank, which qualitica 
tion is necessary to render one eligible to the 
station of a Queen—she was never promoted to 
any extraordinary rank in the palace, and was 
the daughter of a governor of Nontha in whom 
was no royal blood. Prince T. Y. Choufah 
Mongkut and his brother Choufah Krommakhun 
Itsaret were sons of the previous king by a regu 
larly constituted and crowned queen, and one in 
full honor as such ;—the elder born A.D. 1804 
Oct. 18th, and the younger A.D. 1808, Sept Ist, 
and named Choufahs (Lord of heaven) because 
of their being of the highest possible birth and 
rank in the royal family. It was the seitled 
t} intention of the father of these two princes to 
have them inherit the throne—the elder as king 
and the younger as vice-king ; but dying sud 
denly he had no time to oarry out his purposes 
Just at that moment the present king taking ai- 
vantage of circumstances usurped the throne 
through the influence of the Council of State, 
and the elder prince, finding himself thus sup 
planted, saw no other way but quietly to submit 
to it, and continue in the Boodhist priesthoc« 
where alone he would be shielded from the 
usurper’s power. 
Such are the leading facts in the-case, which 
appear te render the claims of His Royal High- 
ness T. Y. Choufah Mongkut and his brother 
undoubtedly good. I am happy to add that all 
opposing parties have become submissive to the 
claims of these princes. All is now quiet. All 
classes seem happy in expectation. Their hearts 
swell with hopes of better times at hand ; for they 
have been greatly oppressed during the present 
reign. Lam happy to say that myself and col- 
leagues in the missionary work, as well as all 
foreigners, entertain lively hopes, (though not 
without many fears,) that these princes, consid- 
ering the great advantages they have enjoyed of 
becoming acquainted with the English language 
and European and American improvements in 
government, arts and sciences, will become dis- 
tinguished reformers of many enormous evils 
that exist in this country. I will now name only 
gambling, opium smoking, spirit drinking, crush- 
ing taxes, and discouragement of commercial 
intercourse with Europe and America. If the 
two Choufahs come to the throne, and address 
themselves thoroughly to the work of suppress- 
ing these evils, they will save the kingdom and 
acquire for themselves a noble name. But if 
they shall let it go on with little or no interrup- 
tion, the kingdom must quickly come to ruin. 

D. B. Bravery. 
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in the public treasury is esti 





*The amount of 
mated to be 124 mi of dollars—of silver 2 millions. 
The following apologue, said to be by an 


Eastern sage, is full of valuable instruction : 

“I never complained of my wretched, forlorn 
condition but on one occasion when my feet 
were naked, and I had not wherewithal to shoe 
them. Soon after, meeting a man without feet, | 
was thankful for the bounty of providence to 
myself, and with perfect resignation submitted to 
my want of shoes.” 
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